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““Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself. And ……… every second , ……is a 

second's encounter with God and with eternity.” ― Paulo Coelho   

(https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/566.Paulo_Coelho) 

Generally, we fear the things we don’t know, the things we can’t see,  and the things we can’t control”. 
Those words are where I left you in March.  

A lot has changed. A lot of things will, perhaps, never be the same. Covid19 has 

been indiscriminate in the way people have fallen ill. Yes, mostly older folk, but some 

very young, and some in between, also some from every ethnic group around the 

world and in the UK. 

And we’ve seen around the world the 
impact of the Black Lives Matter 
campaign. The most powerful picture that 
has come across our screens in recent 
weeks must surely have been the picture 
of Black Lives Matter hero, Patrick 
Hutchinson, carrying to safety, across his 
back, the body of an injured white activist 
after potentially life threatening injuries. 
Acting on instinct to protect another 

human being, he simply said: “I just did what I had to do.”    

There cannot be a more vivid example of what a Good Samaritan looks like. This 
Good Samaritan, was doing the totally unexpected in saving the life of someone who 
only minutes before was oppressing those who shared his own ethnic origin.  

It all reminds me of some verses in the Bible 
where it talks about us all being “of the same 
value” before God : ‘There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus’. Book of Galatians Chapter 3, verse 
28.  
 
One thing that hopefully will continue, is 
people’s concern for each other that has been 
shown so vividly during these last weeks.                   Taking the knee - Liverpool 
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In the Bible, Jesus was always championing the downtrodden in surprising and 
unexpected ways – he had no time for those who stood on their soap boxes 
condemning  or abusing others.  

Jesus blessed the body of all people and saw true goodness in respecting the image 
of God in all people, no matter what they looked like, how they behaved or how they 
spoke. 

[The act of Jesus giving His own body ( at Calvary), for the world so that He could 
carry the weight of human wrong, was an act of pure grace which defied reason]. 

In this time of social distancing, it’s hard for any of us to come close to the body of 
others made in God’s image – through hugs, handshakes or a squeeze of a 
shoulder, and there’s a danger that we can become frightened by the bodies of 
others, seeing them as potential germ spreaders and compromising our own safety.  

This picture above has shown that there are occasions when risks need to be taken 
for the sake of love and grace. 

As we all come back to School, we come back to a safe place. It’s always been a 
safe place where we can share our thoughts, our feelings, our aspirations and our 
desires. That’s never going to change. It’s a bid odd now : temperature checks at the 
door, hand wash stations, gloves & masks. These are just physical changes, for the 
safety of us all.  
The real essence of School remains , the 3 Rs still stand strong. It is Respect, 
Responsibility and Resilience which will carry us through the next months. 

Teachers - when a child comes up to you whinging because 
she’s fed up with online work, or someone has come to you 
with real pain, devastating hurt or hardship I’m afraid it’s just 
a virtual hug for now. (https://www.healthline.com/health/hugging-benefits#1) 
 

Whilst we are careful to consider risks, we remember that 
the Bible tells us that Jesus took risks for us in the body so 
that we could be free in the soul.  
We should all try to walk in His footstep even if for most of 
the time it’s two metres apart. 

 

From almost the very first of these short notes that I’ve shared with 
you, I’ve often ended with “Stay safe”. 
It’s now more appropriate then ever. 
 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                  Chaplain 
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