
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October  2020                                 

 
“It’s that time of year again” 

 
 
This picture was taken a couple of years ago in Bodnant 
Gardens in North Wales. 
It’s a place that I return to time and time again. 
Each season of the year it is 
different. The gardens were 
used for part of the set for 
the 2020 film The Secret 
Garden. It’s well worth a visit. 

My picture shows sweet chestnuts, just fallen from the 
tree, ripe and ready to cook and to eat – which we did. 
 
I said each season in the garden is different, and for 
October, “it’s that time of year again”, when the chestnuts 
fall. In the roads around my house, perhaps around yours 
too, and in the city parks,  you can see the fallen 
chestnuts : some ready and ripe, some crushed underfoot 
or by car tyres. Be careful with these chestnuts though, 
they are horse chestnuts, not for eating………unless you 
happen to be a squirrel ! 

“When I was a lad”, (just the fact that I can say that 
shows you I’m not a lad anymore), we used the 
chestnuts, or conkers, as the tools for competition. 
I think Richard and Claire may have banned that game 
many years ago. 
 
At Bodnant the garden develops through seasons,  
sometimes appearing to be doing nothing, sometimes 

just slow bursts of growth and energy release, then times of incredible beauty, and 
“at that time of year”  it all seems to begin to fall away again. BUT THE CYCLE 
REPEATS, and for each part of the garden the timeframe for each cycle is different. 
For each plant/flower/tree its time of beauty and maturity is different : and it’s that 
which makes the garden beautiful. 
 



 

We too, as we grow and mature, go through 
seasons, “sometimes appearing to be doing 
nothing, sometimes just slow bursts of 
growth and energy release, then times of 
incredible beauty, and “at that time of year”  
it all seems to begin to fall away again”. 
For each one of us, our  time of beauty and 
maturity is different : and it’s that which 
makes us beautiful. 
 
 
The Bible tells us in the Old Testament Book of Ecclesiastes  chapter 3, verse 
1, “For everything there is a season.”  
It also tells us, “God has made everything beautiful in its time.” 
 

“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal,” 2 Corinthians 4:17-19. 

 

It’s essential to fix your thoughts on heavenly things, not on the temporary things of 

this life. Fix your eyes on Jesus. 
 

So which “season”  are you in ? 
 

That Book of Ecclesiastes, (an interesting Book), also says to - 
 

“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth” 
 
I’ll give you a task to finish : go check out this book in my text book for life, The Bible1 
 

2nd book of Corinthians chapter 6, verse 2 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                

 

Chaplain 
 

1. For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the “right time” is 

now. Today is the day of salvation. 
                 
               Bodnant Gardens https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/bodnant-garden 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+4:17-19

