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“Lady Gaga’s fashion statements are part of her 

persona; but when she appeared at the recent 

presidential inauguration, the huge ‘Hunger 

Games-esque’ gold brooch she wore had social media 

going into meltdown. It was shaped like a dove with an 

olive branch in its beak,.. and for many it was a timely 

reminder of the Book of Genesis1 account of the flood, 

a story of pain, hope and new beginnings. Even after 

the dove had returned to the ark, it would be some time before Noah and his extended 

family would walk out onto dry land; but their enforced isolation was drawing to a close. 

In Gaelic tradition, February marks the start of spring, the beginning of the lambing season, 

and the stirrings of new life. Falling half-way between the winter solstice and the spring 

equinox, it is a time to reflect that we are moving from the deepest darkness towards a 

brighter future.  

On the first of the month, some will celebrate St.Brigid's Day, (St.Brigid is celebrated for her 

generosity to the poor. In her case, most of the miracles associated with her relate to 

healing and household tasks usually attributed to women. Brigid, who had a reputation as 

an expert dairywoman and brewer, was reputed to turn water into beer).  

Others may be more familiar with Candlemas2, celebrated the following day, which 

commemorates the presentation of Jesus at the Temple. 

In that Bible account3, the old man Simeon looked down and saw the Lamb of God, ‘the 

Revelation Light for all people everywhere’, it brought him peace; yet he spoke to Mary of 

the pain that would pierce this mother’s  heart.  

 

Peace and pain.  

 



 

 

It’s strange to think that we might experience God’s “shalom” in the midst of suffering.  

Shalom is a Hebrew word meaning peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, 

welfare and tranquillity, and can be used to mean both hello and goodbye. 

Yet many people do have shalom peace in the middle of this covid pandemic. It’s here 

where we can all help each day; bringing healing and hope to those who are hurting, 

bringing deep shalom joy to those who are sorrowful,  

……by bringing Jesus into the darkness.  

Of course, He is already there; He has gone before us and that is why we dare to follow Him. 

This past year has felt busier than in previous years in some ways,  and has pushed me into 

another season, one in which I want to help bring shalom wholeness and healing to many. 

Are you coming with me ? 

As we live under God’s grace and look to Him for refreshing, we know that we can rely on 

Him for the encouragements that sustain us, the grace that upholds and empower us, and 

the gifts that allow us to continue.”  

Amen. 

Stay safe ,……………on this journey of faith, hope and love. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Extacted from , and heavily influenced by,   my friends at Acorn : https://acornchristian.org/ 

1. Book of Genesis 8:6-12 

2. http://projectbritain.com/year/candlemas.html 
3. Gospel of Luke 2:25-35                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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