
 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                       

 

2nd July 2021 – end of term – end of year – end of an era 
 
Good morning, 
“Not long now, only a few more weeks” (followed 
by a big sigh). Everyone is counting down the days. 
It’s common this time of year. 
End of term. 
End of the year. 
End of another period of delivering and receiving 
the 3 Rs: Respect, Responsibility and Resilience. 
My prayer is that each one of us will find some of 
the 2 Rs too over the coming month (Relaxation 
and Rehabilitation). 
 
But, for the end of July 2021, this time it’s also the end of an era. 
This end of term note is also my chance to say “thank you” and “goodbye” to 
Principal Richard Cronin : to say thank you both from me and from you. 
 
Let me give you a little word picture of Richard, and to do that I want to use an 
account from the Bible. I’ve said many times that my Bible is my text book. It’s a text 
book to guide us through this journey that we call Life. 
 
In part of the Bible called the Book of Isaiah, written about  2700 years ago, there’s 
an Invitation : an Invitation to buy some things. 
Basically the invitation says this, “Hey there! Anyone who is thirsty,  come to the 
water! Are you penniless?  Come anyway—buy and eat!  Come, buy your drinks, 
buy milk.  Buy without money—everything’s free! Why do you spend your money on 
junk food,  your hard-earned cash on candyfloss ? And everything here is priceless 
anyway”. (Isaiah 55:1-3) 
I know it all sounds a bit odd, but what it means is that all of the things that you really 
need to get through Life are being offered to you on a plate. They may seem like 
everyday things, milk and bread, but to be honest, they are so important, and so 
valuable, that they become come PRICELESS, and are  INVALUABLE. 
 
I want to thank Richard for offering to each of us some priceless things. 
 
He has shown us how to use our Time, and offered us his : You have one life, one 
chance to make it all count – make it all mean something. 
 



 

 

He has shown us how to be Courageous and has been himself: courage isn’t 
something you can buy or sell – it’s something you have to realise you already 
possess. 
 
He has shown us that we each have the Capacity to Learn : Most people are dumb 
not because they didn’t have access to a great means of education, but rather 
because they either didn’t believe it was important to learn or because they didn’t 
believe themselves capable of learning. 
 
He has shown us that we each have Purpose : purpose is arguably the most 
important thing a person can have. It’s not something that can be bought, but rather 
something that you have to find within yourself. 
 
Richard leaves behind a Legacy (and encourages us to do just that too) :  
A legacy is a life that was lived properly. It’s a life that was lived with such powerful 
purpose and direction that others are left in awe simply from trying to understand 
what exactly was accomplished. 
To leave a legacy behind, you have to create massive, positive change, for a 
massive amount of people, for which I give Richard a big thank you. 

The middle of that chapter in Isaiah talks about having “a ruler and commander of 
the peoples.” (Isaiah 55:4) 
Someone you can trust. 
Someone you can follow. 
Some one you can respect. 
Thank you Richard for being that person. 

 
At the end of that chapter in the book of Isaiah that I mentioned , there is a big 
celebration. It’s so big, it’s pretty unbelievable. 
 
Imagine, Richard retiring and on his way 
“So (Richard), you’ll go out in joy,  you’ll be led into a whole and complete life. 
The mountains and hills will lead the parade, bursting with song. 
All the trees of the forest will join the procession, exuberant with applause. 
No more thistles, but giant sequoias,  no more thornbushes, but stately pines—" 
(Isaiah 55:12-13) 

Richard, those “thistles and thornbushes” that you might have seen come through 
the doors of School, through your Time, Courage, Teaching and Purpose are part of  
the Legacy that you leave, because those “thistles and thornbushes” are now able to 
stand high and stand proud like giant Redwood trees. 
 
Thank you !!!!! 

Times of great change are “bitter-sweet”, I wish you well, and cover you in prayer. 

 



 

 

May the road rise up to meet you.  

May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face;  

the rains fall soft upon your fields  

and until we meet again,  

may God hold you in the palm of His hand.  

(traditional Gaelic blessing) 

 

 

So, Richard go out with Joy and be led forth in 
Peace……. 

 

and stay safe,. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, all of that chapter in Isaiah is really talking about someone much more 
important that Principal Richard Cronin (obviously), it’s an Invitation to come and 
accept all that Jesus Christ offers, Peace, Joy, Freedom, Eternal Salvation. 
Read the chapter for yourself, and check it out. 
 
  



 

 

Invitation to the LORD’s Salvation 

55 “Is anyone thirsty? 

    Come and drink— 

    even if you have no money! 

Come, take your choice of wine or milk— 

    it’s all free! 
2 Why spend your money on food that does not give you strength? 

    Why pay for food that does you no good? 

Listen to me, and you will eat what is good. 

    You will enjoy the finest food. 
3 “Come to me with your ears wide open. 

    Listen, and you will find life. 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you. 

    I will give you all the unfailing love I promised to David. 
4 See how I used him to display my power among the peoples. 

    I made him a leader among the nations. 
5 You also will command nations you do not know, 

    and peoples unknown to you will come running to obey, 

because I, the LORD your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, have made you glorious.” 
6 Seek the LORD while you can find him. 

    Call on him now while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked change their ways 

    and banish the very thought of doing wrong. 

Let them turn to the LORD that he may have mercy on them. 

    Yes, turn to our God, for he will forgive generously. 
8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. 

    “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 
9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so my ways are higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 
10 “The rain and snow come down from the heavens 

    and stay on the ground to water the earth. 

They cause the grain to grow, 

    producing seed for the farmer 

    and bread for the hungry. 
11 It is the same with my word. 

    I send it out, and it always produces fruit. 

It will accomplish all I want it to, 

    and it will prosper everywhere I send it. 
12 You will live in joy and peace. 

    The mountains and hills will burst into song, 

    and the trees of the field will clap their hands! 
13 Where once there were thorns, cypress trees will grow. 

    Where nettles grew, myrtles will sprout up. 

These events will bring great honor to the LORD’s name; 

    they will be an everlasting sign of his power and love.” 

 
 


