
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                       

 
May 2022 

 

Good afternoon. 
Well, do you remember the question I left you with last 
month ? 
“Do you celebrate Easter?”   
If you do, then did you celebrate it with bucket loads of 
chocolate bunnies and other sweet treats, or did you 
attend a church service with your family?   
Or maybe you did both. 
 
If you made a visit to Church, I’m sure someone 
mentioned “Easter being a time of new life” . I guess there were examples of new 
life such as buds opening, bulbs growing, shoots appearing etc’. 
People would have talked about eggs hatching and new life, baby chicks.    
What was your reaction?  
How did you feel?  
Why do they think the egg is used as a symbol of new life? 
 
For some this Easter, it was a time when some lost their life ; perhaps tragically lost 
their life. 
All of life is a tragedy in the sense that it amounts to one single contradiction: man 
will die, and knows this, yet he still does not want to die. 1 
So we spend our entire life fighting the battle to survive, though we know that 
victory is impossible.  
That is, victory in the sense of bodily immortality is impossible – but what happens 
to the soul?  
That human soul, which we have come to distinguish from the body by placing it 
above the earthly world, and equating it with eternity. 
Belief in immortality, in this case, spiritual immortality, is our greatest Hope.  
And it because of Jesus Christ that we can have Hope. 
““Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you” 1 Peter 1 :3-6 
And that’s the new life story of Easter. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Exam time 
For many, this month of May begins the beginning of the end. 
External examinations will soon begin (17th May), and that will begin the beginning 
of the end of your School lives. 
 
Some will go onto further education, some to apprenticeships, some to employment. 
 
For all , a whole new world. 
 
I was thinking of writing  “exam tips” but who am I to give tips? That’s your 

tutors job ! 

 

“For some, these are your  first official set of public 

examinations and a little voice runs around my head, 

reminding me that these grades would be with you 

forever…  you can get stressed, cry a few times, and 

convince yourself that nothing mattered more than the 

letters you get at the end of them.   

However, here I am telling you , when you look back at 

them you’ll kick yourself for piling on the pressure.   

 

Truth is, of course official examinations matter, but a pass or fail shouldn’t 

control your self worth… at the end of the day, all you can do is your best. 

It took me a long time to accept that I was not perfect. 

 

I’ve ranted before about how exams aren’t always the best way to measure 

intelligence, and sometimes yes, you can freeze up on the day, but if you 

can walk away from an exam knowing that you put your all into it, you 

should be able to walk away happy. 

 

Exam periods can feel like they last forever. 

But let the light at the end of the tunnel be the thing that pulls you 

through.  It’s 1, maybe 2 months of stress and panic… but it’s followed by months 

of freedom; see that as your reward for the hard work and let that be your 



 

 

motivation to see that this is all worth it. 

 

I’m not trying to devalue exams and tell you that “they don’t matter in the future”, 

because that’s not the attitude you should go into your exams with.   

However, remember that one bad test or grade won’t impact your life 

forever.   It’s so easy to put pressure on yourself and act like your life depends on 

these grades, but, whether you succeed or fall short, there will always be a 

plan B, and who knows, maybe it will work out better than your plan A. 

 

“May God bless” anyone reading this who has 

exams going on!   

Hope they go well and you’re not tearing your hair 

out… 
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