
 

 

The month to remember 

November 2022 
Is it just me, or do we think more about death and people who have died during 

November, than at any other time of the year?   

Maybe it’s because we’ve just been through Halloween, then it’s All Saints Day and 

All Souls Day.1 

Maybe it comes from seeing a local war memorial covered in poppies2. 

Maybe it’s the death of a pet.  

Or maybe we have recently lost a parent, grandparent, a family friend, a teacher, a 

neighbour, an aunt or uncle. 

Losing someone has a huge impact on us, (especially if it’s the death of someone we 
really love), even if we pretend sometimes that it doesn’t, and it’s so important to 
REMEMBER those who we have lost. 

The 11th November, particularly, is a special day in the year.  
It’s a day when we remember those in the Armed Forces who have died defending 
others, we can also remember the ones in our families who have died. 

It’s good to remember. There are simple ways to remember those we no longer see 
at home. We should find ways to remember:  

Light a candle on important days like birthdays and say a prayer. 
 “Loving God, thank you for_________ and help us to remember them.”  
This is a simple prayer to say together.  



 
It is good to remember, but let’s be fair,….sometimes we do forget. 

“Be honest, put up your hand if you have ever forgotten something 

important” 

Homework perhaps, or a family member’s birthday. 

Some tough time a friend is going through. 

Something someone has done for you. 

But why do we forget important things?  

I forget because sometimes I’m too busy with other things.  

It’s easy to forget – we can all do it and we do all do it ! 

Sometimes though we need to make sure that we don’t forget, because some things 

are too important to miss. 

Life is so busy, there is so much we need to do or want to do. In life there’s a time 

to work hard, a time to achieve your dreams, a time to celebrate achievements and 

have fun with the people you love. But there’s also a time to stop the busyness, to 

stop doing and just remember something that is important.  

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:  
a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot,  
a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to 
build,  
a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to 
dance,  
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace 
and a time to refrain from embracing, 
a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to 
throw away,  
a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to 
speak,  
a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for 
peace.   From my Text Book 3,4 

 

This is why we make two minutes’ silence a priority on 11th November, or on the 

Sunday following – so that we stop and so that we don’t forget.  

But what is it we are remembering on that Sunday in November? 

We remember everyone who has been affected by warfare and conflicts. 

 

During the First World War millions of young men lost their lives. Since the 

end of the First World War we make sure that the people who gave their 

lives, both in this conflict and in others, are never forgotten, by taking time 

on this day to remember them. 

But I’ve something else to remember, something that’s very 

important. 



My Text Book says “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the 

days of trouble come ….”5 

King Solomon, in the early part of my Text Book, gave this advice to the young 
people of his day. His advice came from years of experience. In the beginning of his 
reign as King, Solomon decided to seek after the Lord God with all his heart and God 
gave him both wisdom and wealth. Solomon experienced fame and fortune. BUT 
with all his wealth and worldwide influence he forgot God. He turned to the “wine, 
women and song”. 
Solomon confessed that everything he received in life, all his wants and needs were 
met. He was a multi-billionaire. He enjoyed all the pleasures this world could give. 
He said though, that all that he got from the pleasure trip was just vanity and 
meaninglessness. 

Now is the time to remember the Lord God in your life, not tomorrow, but today. 
Today make the commitment to follow.  

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth 

 

Stay safe,  

 

 

 

                       Chaplain 

 

 

 

 

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/allsaints_1.shtml 

2. http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/how-we-remember/remembrance-sunday/ 

3. Book of Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, verses 1-9  

4. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turn!_Turn!_Turn!      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA2IYnGRYac 

5. Book of Ecclesiastes Chapter 12, verse 1 
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