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"Christmas comes but once a year” and I guess some 

might be pleased that it does only come once in 365 

days.  

There is much activity - some pleasant, some stressful, 

that goes with making Christmas work for those around 

us.  

This year particularly there is the added pressure and 

anxiety of finance, not just for gifts for family and 

friends, but over the basic necessities of life - food 

and fuel.  

I know that some families have arranged to not spend 

money on gifts, but to communicate their love for one 

another in kind words and kind deeds.  

It is going to be a very different Christmas for us all 

one way or another. 

The first Christmas of course did not have all the 

“stuff” or stuffing that has become tradition for us.  



I doubt whether Mary had time to cook 

the turkey or Joseph had time to put up 

the tree and lights - not that they had 

them!  

What they did have time for was to 

welcome the Christ-child, God with 

them, and to welcome those who came seeking His 

presence, and I suspect that the memory of that day 

lingered with them throughout the successive years.  

If Christmas is anything, it is about finding out where 

God is, placing ourselves in His presence and giving 

what we treasure into His safe keeping.  

I love the fact that Amazon was not 

involved in the first Christmas, and 

neither was Argos or any other 

multi-national.  

Shepherds, kings, innkeeper and the surrounding 

community, welcomed Jesus as He was and as they were. 

They gave what was with them and they gave themselves 

in worship and homage - and that was Christmas Day, 

year one! 

Now before you put me in the ‘humbug’ camp, I 

love Christmas - all of it - but I want to 

remember what the first Christmas was like.  

I want to experience what they did on that starlit 

night as heaven came down to earth and as St.John wrote 

about Jesus later on.  

 

"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only 

Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.” (John 1:14)  



   Have a fabulous Christmas 

 

Stay safe,  

 

 

 

                       Chaplain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to friends at Acorn  

 

That is also my longing for you - that you might see 

His glory this Christmas, however it might appear. 

Mary and Joseph did not have a plan for all that would 

follow. Those who came to the stable did not 

necessarily look like heavenly messengers, and after 

the angels had left, life was taken one step at a time. 

Yet they knew that they had encountered heaven on 

earth, that God was doing something previously unheard 

of - He was here in person, God with skin on.  

 

I guess all of us want that awareness too, and so  

 

“Amen - Lord let it be”.  


